
SECRET	 MFR.

(WHEN FILLED IN) 
	 4-63

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET
INSTRUCTIONS

TO: ACTION BRANCH

1.	 411 in43ect	 .:13a	 cic! 'Detach back flap
aavfAivar	 to RID.

2.	 Destro .....fr,ent:tEAor'..shOt, unless it records
sigri	 rit,„,actithn'lakkdor comments requir-
ing	 e.F)er.,va-t.ion..\

If file no. and title shown are not proper,
insert proper file no. below and forward
document to RID/AN.

FROM	 I % -- l'

RID/
GA-53 -r-TUF-,E. G 7

D(1- ^ 517'7'

PROPER FILE NO

TO: ALL ADDRESSEES
FILL IN SECTION 1 ON BACK. IF APPROPRIATE

COMMENTS

DECLASSIFIED AND RELEA
CENTRAL	 'HELL 16EN cE
SOURCES NETN ODSEXEMP I IC

NN AZI WAR CRIMES al SCLOSII
DATE	 2007

A ,"	 AI
L.	 r / 	 r et . ..	 ...,d	 .	 ,

.../

WITH	 /....:6'.

ROOMTO	 NO.

DATE OFFICER'S
INITIALSRECEIVED FORWARDED

1.

C I / I	 .	 2—	 — 35
2.

C ( (	 1 G--
cX Vvve‘

3.

il)/->^f4 /id'
i

?//717
4.

5.

6.

c-4-.2) /1 1 i 0'

c',..c..,
0 c5'

F

-	 8 .	 "
,;',

/0 1 A - C

,	 ,,,	

'.."

0

1

,

C	 _

1l
la	 ,

......	 '17,
C__

1	 1.

ic---- .?	 i ---)	 ,-	 ,--r)
L_----_,1 7-y	 - ( - ,'	 l■	 '

FOR C OORDINATION

vae

1 2.	 I
>	 i

______ q : II13.
' NileArrY1.44L-t,;

AftCRO- itik.gep"

OCT 0 
8 No

„,„,
_ -o. s, r_..,	 _

.........,...mcm....

1 4

-----

...27h.c4i	 .1....--'kre.A-2--G-4.-1.--C.

I 5
/ MI
'16.
boc.

1 7.
RID: FI

I

1 FILE TITLE

TRACE
REQUEST

ABSTRACT FILE NUMBER (PRIMARY CODE)

■	 -

INDEX

)ATE MICROFILMED DOCUMENT DATE

..›) ?) 61 410

DOCUMENT NUMBER

()BC	 6 1 01 1	 FBI

ED BY
SENCY

3920
E ACT

a1-63
USE PREVIOUS

EDITIONS SECRET (401



•

Edgar Hoo

Director

al4N12-"‘3-4.~—

0-14f (Rev. 1-31-18)
	 atai

Federal Bureau of Investigation

SEP 1 1 1969
Director
Central Intelligence Agency

Washington, D. C. 20505

ATTENTION: Deputy Director, Plans

Dear Sir:

171/ 1. For your information, I am enclosing communications which may be

of interest to you.

I	 I
 
2. It will be appreciated if you will have the investigation conducted

as requested in the enclosed memorandum and furnish the results.

f	 I 3. No further investigation is contemplated with regard to this matter.

I	 I 4. You will be advised of the pertinent developments in connection

with this inquiry.

1 5. Please note change in caption of this case.

	 j 6. Status of case:	 Ii Completed
	

Incomplete

Very truly yours,

Enc.	 (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any,
this transmittal form becomes UNCLASSIFIED.)



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. New York, New York

August 29, 1969

(y

Unknown Subject; KGB Agent of Latvian
Origin Operating in the United States
in 1952
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On August 20, 1969, Heinriehs W. Bagataiewas
interviewed by Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) concerning articles appearing in the
Russian Latvian language newspaper "Dzimtenes Balsa" in f
the m950's, indicating t	 Amerijcan Int igencev
Service AIS) age9ts Niko1	 Balgas, Edvi
Alfred iekstins v,__Leonid. arineand Leoni Brombergs"
had b n captured by the oviets alter they had been
ropped into the Latvian sector of the Union of Soviet
ocialist Republics (USSR) for intelligence purposes. This

is hereinafter referred to as the mission. Bagstais
advised that he recalls reading some newspaper articles
referring to the mission in which Brombergs and others were
involved, but does not recall Balodis' name being mentioned.
Of the above-mentioned group, Bagatais stated that he was
acquainted with only Nikolajs Balodis and Leonids Brombergs,
having met them at Camp Hoehfeld Displace d Persons Camp,
Augsburg, Germany.

Bagatais explained that while he was fighting in
the Latvian Legion of the German Army during World War II,
he was captured by the Russian Army and became a, prisoner
of war, At the end of World War II he was released and
returned to Germany due to the fact that he was a liability
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for the Russians, having loot his left arm in the war. This
in addition to the fact that the Russians believed him to be
of German nationality and not Latvian, enabled him to be
freed and returned to Germany.

Bagatais related that he subsequently stayed in a
number of displaced persons camps located at Etchstaett,
Ansbach, Bad Aibling„ Neuburg, New Ulm, and Augsburg, while
attempting to be emigrated to some foreign country. At one
time he was considered for emigration. to Australia, but was
turned down due to the loss of his left arm. During this
period, Bagatais stated that he was involved in various odd
Jobs in order to survive, as were most of the other displaced
persons, who found themselves without home, family and
country. He said that everywhere he went it seemed that
someone thought he was involved with Soviet Intelligence. He
said that this was due to the fact that us a Latvian he was
freed by the Soviets after World War II and returned. to
Germany. He denied any intelligence association or
affiliation with the Soviets, adding that he has great hate
for them for what they did to him, the Latvian people, and
Latvia itself.

Continuing, Bagatals related that he actually
stayed at Camp Hochfeld for only about six months, having
arrived there about the middle of 1951. Shortly after
arriving he became reacquainted with one Roberts Ancans, whom
he had previously met at a displaced persons camp located at
Neuburg, Germany, When Ancans was an instructor there. He
pointed out that he and Ancans first became acquainted due to
the fact that the two of them looked so much alike that they
appeared to be twins. Ancans and he came from the same town,
Beavi l Latvia, although he did not know him then as he was a
few years older. Bagatais said Ancans had formerly attended
school with his, Bagatals', sister, in Balvi.

Bagatais readily admitted that while he was at
Camp Hochfeld, he became aware of the planned mission to
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infiltrate men of Latvian nationality into Russian occupied
Latvia; having learned of this through fincans when ncans
tried to recruit him into the operation. He pointed out
that he refused to participate in the mission due to his
physical disability, in addition to the fact that his hardships
experienced during his Russian prisoner of war days remained
vividly In his mind, and he did not want to give them a
chance to capture him again.

Bagatais stated that it was at this time also that
he met Nikolajs Balodis and Leonids BroMbergs. He saw
Brombergs on about two occasions when he visited the store
to buy things, and did not know him well at all. He met
Balodis through Means and learned that Balodis had been
recruited into the mission, MAodie having told him of this
personally.

Bazatais related that Balodis did a lot of Ilevy
drinking at this time and many times spoke of his being involved
in the mission. He said Balodls was very indiscreet in
talking. about the mission, and he, Bagatais, had. warned him
that he should not talk about the mission as it would jeopardize
Its success. He stated that he is sure that detjils cohcernin
the operation were known by many unauthorized persons
Cmp Hochfeld, one of whom might have passed it on to the
3oLets.

Bagatais further advised. thLAt It was no great
surprise to him when he read. about the Russian capture of the
above-mentioned group. He felt it had little chance of success
due to the fact that too many unauthorized people were aware
of it. He said. it was handled all wrong.

BagAtals explained that he did not know Whether
Balodis had participated in the mission. He did not recall
seeing his name in the newspaper articles and he had. always
thought that 1Vilodis was completely removed from the mission
because of his excessive drinking and indiscreet talk, and
transferred to some other location to prevent him from
jeopardizing the mission.
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Begatais further related that he, Bagetais, was
employed at a. store at Camp Hoehfeld which was operated
by Janis and Juris Klaustins, both of whom emigrated to the
United States (US) and now live: in the Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
area, Bagatais said that the Klaustins knew of the mission.
He pointed out that Balodis spent a great deal of time
hanging around the store bumming food and money to buy
liquor, while talking with people who visited the store.
Bagatais said he heard Balodis speak of the mission as if
he had already been captured and killed. It appeared to
Degateis that Belodie looked upon the mission as e way to
commit suicide.

Bagatais went on to say that during this time
Belodis was living with e woman in the area whose name he
does not recall; however, he believes that George Apelis, Who
lives in Brooklyn, New York, was acquainted with her. He
said that this woman had a Ohild by Balodis. He believes	 A,that this child was later brought to the US by Austra Ledaeis, -
Belodisi sister, after the death of its mother. Austra and
her husbands Arvids, now reside in Babylon, New York. He
said that Austra had great hate for her brother for some
unknown reason. He retells her making the statement that she
wished Balodis was dead.

Bagatais reiterated that many unauthorized. people
Knew about the mission, including the Klaustins and Balodis'
stster, mentioned above, and Vilis Jannume who resides in the
New York Clty urea.

Begatais also stated that he emigrated. from Camp
Hochfeld to the US, arriving at New York, New York, on
December 15, 1951, aboard the "General R.A. Blatchfore.
He obtained an apartment at 1722 Vyse Avenue, Bronx, New York,
and shortly thereafter began working at Roux Laboratories,
1841 Park Avenue, New York, new York, as a shipping clerk,
which job he kept for ten years. Durine this time he became



SECRET

Unknown Subject; KGB Agent of Latvian.
Origin Operating in the United States
in 1952

acqualnted with many Latvian emigres residing in the Nem
York City area. He also joined the "Daugavos Vomagi", a.
Latvian veterans organization, and later became its chairman.
He pointed out that he presently resides at 412 Cathedral
Parkway, Apt. 122, New York, New York, and Is employed
in the Shipping Department at International Flavors and
Fragrances, Inc., 521 West 57th Street, New York, New York.
He added, in conclusion, that he would assist the United
States Government in any manner possible in the future.
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